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AVID, ..Advance 
Via Individual Deter-
mination, is an elec-
tive course that en-
courages students to 
enroll in advanced 
classes.  Students 
are required to take 
Cornell Notes and 
are able to get help 
during tutorials. The 
AVID binder is used 
to aid students in be-

coming more orga-
nized, which makes 
them more likely to 
succeed in academic 
courses. 

Since its crea-
tion in 1980, AVID 
now exists in all 
grade levels, includ-
ing college. It now 
exists in 4500 
schools, 47 states, as 

well as the District of 
Columbia, and 16 
countries/
territories. The goal 
of this program is 
“to close the 
achievement gap by 
preparing all stu-
dents for college 
readiness and suc-
ceed in a global soci-
ety.” 

Upcoming Events: 
 Progress Report—Nov. 3 

 ACT—Nov. 5 

 Prairie View A&M—12th 
Grade—Nov. 14 

 Thanksgiving Break—  Nov. 
21-25 

 Site Team Meeting—   Nov. 
28 

 U of H Downtown—9th 
Grade—Nov. 30 

 

Who is AVID at Elsik High School? 
Elsik High School has 8 classes 
of AVID students.  There are 
200 students and 4 AVID elec-
tive teachers.  Elsik has other 
faculty and staff who support 
AVID’s mission and strive to 
make AVID a school-wide initia-
tive.  If you’re interested in 

joining the AVID Ram family, 
please contact one of the staff 
members listed below: 

 
Mrs. Graham— Coordinator & 
10th, 11th, & 12th grade 
 

Mr. Wesley  — 9th grade 
Ms. Cross—9th grade 
Mrs. Newman—12th grade 

 
Ms. Bell—Counselor,  
Main Campus 

Ms. Hamilton—Counselor, ENGC 

What is AVID? 
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  It is really important to be or-
ganized, because you can find 
things that you need. Without 
organization you constantly 

look for things and when you 
can’t find it, you give up. Soon 
you adapt to doing that which 
means you forget your home-

work or don’t do it at all.  If you 
are organized for class then you 

can be organized for home. 
Which means you can go home 
and do your homework or stay 

after school for tutorials. Organ-
ization is important for you to 

succeed with having the grades 

you want.  

The AVID binder is one of the 
most important things in the 

AVID elective. It helps you to be 
more organized. The binder 

gets things done fast and helps 
maintain all of your work in one 
neat place without losing it. All 
AVID students must have a 1 ½ 

to 3 inch binder. Being orga-
nized can make you get better 

grades in class and be success-
ful in your classes. In the AVID 
binder you must have Cornell 

notes from your 4 major classes 

English, Math, History and Sci-
ence. You must also have tabs/
dividers, a zipper pouch and a 
calendar in the binder so that 

you can have a quick access to 
it. AVID teachers check your 
binder once a week to ensure 
you are staying organized. If 

you have all your things in the 
binder you’ll get a good grade. 
The binder is the success to 

AVID. Use it well.  

          

says homework is that afternoon nap; 
but you have to prioritize, do your 
homework, study, (not on your bed or 
in front of your TV) and nap for the 
rest of the day. The key to a good 
student is organization and manage-
ment. Always remember to get some 
good sleep. If you want to get it done, 
you will get it done. Remember why 
you’re in school and what you want 
your future to look like. 

AVID checklist: 

So what’s the secret? How do you 
become organized You can’t find the 
time? Well our AVID team is here to 
help you.  

The first step to becoming a success-
ful student is becoming motivated. 
Who wants to live off a minimum 
wage salary, barely getting by? No-
body! Set goals! You need to know 
where you want to be and how you’re 
going to get there. Concentration fol-
lows eagerness. Of course, the first 
thing you think about when somebody 

Prioritizing: business first. 
Attitude: act right; you never 

know when you’re going to 
need somebody. 

Motivation: why are you in 
school? Because you have 
to. 

Concentration: get it done! 
Stay away from distractions. 

Management: you need to get 
all of it done but how and 
when? 

 

The Importance of the AVID Binder 

Tips for successful students: 
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Divide the paper into 3 Sec-
tions, with the left side being 
smaller than the right side. At 

the bottom of the paper save 3-
4 lines to write a summary. Like 

the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking the Notes: 

Put all Main Ideas and Topics 
on the LEFT hand sides. 

Write the notes on the RIGHT 
hand side. 

You may use different colors to 
write your notes, this helps the 
notes pop out to your mind. It is 
known that the brain recognizes 
black and white normally, but it 
recognizes different colors like 
purple, blue, and red and pays 
more attention to it, helping you 

recognize the information bet-
ter. 

When you write your notes you 
can always use shorthand writ-
ing. A well known example to-
day is what the teachers called 
Text Language. You can also 
abbreviate words and shorten 
long ideas. Record anything 
that is important. Write your 
notes so that you understand 
them. 

 

Effective Cornell Notes 
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1st senior to re-
ceive acceptance 
letter to college 
Alicia Carter 
Texas A & M 



The GIST of AVID’s Mission Statement 

AVID 

We’re on the web! 

Avid.org 

AVIDACIOUS  TEACHERS FOR THE 1ST 9 WEEKS: 

 

Mr. Piper 

Mr. Cruz 

Mr. Warren 

 

AVIDACIOUS STUDENTS FOR THE 1ST 9 WEEKS: 

 

Meh Reh 

Bojun Yang 

Erika De La Cuz 


