
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s hard to believe that we are 3 weeks into 2017! I love the promise of the 
new year and all the possibilities that exist for our children here at Elsik and 
their future. 
 
January is about fresh beginnings and positive change.  The new year always 
ushers in the sense of renewal – a renewal of purpose and collective 
commitment to excellence in teaching, learning, best practices and service to 
our community.  With this comes the firm resolution to achieve desired results 
and meet set expectations. 
 
The new calendar year brings new opportunities and new challenges.  Have 
you challenged yourself with what you will do differently?  This is usually the 
time to reflect and refocus our efforts to become the BEST that we can 
become! 
 
We are actively continuing to provide our students with project-based learning 
activities that support our mission of ensuring that they can create, collaborate, 
communicate and think critically as we prepare them for college and the 
workforce. 
 
We pride ourselves on our beliefs and values which are rooted in meaningful 
work and meaningful relationships.  We believe in Excellence, Honor and Spirit 
and we believe in our students!  
 
While the past year has tested us in many ways as a campus, we have 
remained resilient and we are forging ahead with renewed vigor to achieve our 
goals. 
 
With Elsik Pride, 
 
Tina Elzy, Coordinating Principal 
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Fall Semester Highlights!
 

Orchestra 

 
We were chosen through a competitive application process to participate in the 
Houston Symphony High School Residency Program.  The Band & Orchestra Directors 
and Administrators from the schools selected will work with the Houston Symphony’s 
Education Staff to determine the opportunities that would best support the needs of the 
Ensembles and students within each school.  Students will receive coaching by members 
of the Symphony as well as the Community‐Embedded Musicians throughout the year to 
further their musical growth and development.  Students may be chosen to perform at 
Houston Symphony events and will participate in field trips in an effort to make the 
learning of music more meaningful and practical. 
 

Band 

 

The Elsik Mighty Rams performed at the Prairie View A &M Marching Storm Pre UIL 
Festival and received Best Percussion Overall, Second Place in their Division and 
Second Place Overall. 

The Band performed in the UIL Region 23 Marching Contest and earned a Superior Rating 

and the opportunity to advance to the UIL Area E marching competition.  This was an 

incredible achievement for the Mighty Ram Band given the fact that it had been 

approximately 10 years since the Band had participated in Area Competition.  

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

Student Holiday 

February 20th  

 

SAT Administration 

March 1st  

 

Spring Break 

March 13th – 17th  

 

ELA – EOC Testing 

March 28th – 30th  

 

Algebra I, Biology, US 
History EOC Testing 

May 1st – 3rd  

 

AP Testing 

May 1st – 12th  

 

Prom 

May 12th – Sugarland Marriott @ 
7pm 

 

Graduation 

June 4th – Berry Center @ 4pm 

Home of  the Mighty Rams
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Choir 

 

 
 
Our very own Varsity Chorale competed in the Texas Music Educators Association, which is the largest Music 
Educators Association in the United States, District Competition this past weekend.  We have 12 students advancing 
to the Regional Contest in October.  William Phi (3rd Chair Tenor 2), Bianca Porter (8th Chair Soprano 2) and Jason 
Ortez (9th Chair Bass 2) ranked in the top ten. 
 
To add, Elsik Varsity Chorale was selected to participate in a performance with the National Youth Choir at Carnegie 
Hall in New York City, New York, in April of 2017.   

The National Youth Choir is a select group of high school choir members from top‐rated programs throughout the 
country. Selection is based on choirs maintaining award‐winning programs, receiving  superior scores of 90 and 
above out of 100 from the selection committee, and submitting a CD or Mp3 of a high‐quality recording from the 
previous two school years. Based upon selection, students are given the following opportunities: meet and perform 
with choir students from around the country; work for three days with renowned conductor and composer Rollo 
Dilworth, who is the Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities and Music Education at the North Park 
University School of Music in Chicago, Illinois; and perform at the prestigious Carnegie Hall in New York City at a 
Sunday evening performance in April. 
 
We were not only invited to participate in the National Youth Choir performance but we have also been selected to 
be the Premier Performing Choir at this event.  Premier Performing Choir for the event entails that our students will 

perform three or four musical sections on their own at Carnegie Hall as a solo performance on top of 
performing with the Nation Youth Choir.   
 
In a separate competition William Phi was selected as a National Finalist to participate in a National Honor Choir 

Performing on Carnegie Hall Stage February 5th and 6th 2017.  William is a studious and talented student, and is 

relentless in his passion for education in music. 

 

Home of  the Mighty Rams
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Air Force JROTC 

 
To honor the US Air Force’s 69th birthday, JROTC conducted a Retreat Ceremony in September.  They also believe in 
Community Service and participated in a community roadside clean-up project in October.  You can always find this 
group volunteering their services around the school and community. 

Alief Jazz Ballet (AJB) 

 

AJB attended the Wortham Center to view the Nutcracker.  Students were able to see how ballet lessons in technique 
and history correlated to a live performance with a live orchestra. 

This group also believes in developing the talents of our younger generation by engaging in Kid Clinics to teach dance 
techniques. 
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FFA 

Christian Macedo placed 4th in his class at Harris County Fair with his Red Brangus Heifer. 

 

      

Annalisa Romero, Kiowa Davis, and Calvin Vincent III competed in District Ag Advocacy and won 2nd place.  The 
students worked hard and long on their presentation of Industrial Agriculture vs. Sustainable Agriculture. 

 

Welding 

On October 13, members of the Welding Class participated in the Harris County Fair Welding Contest.  They were 
graded on Teamwork, Safety, and Quality of Welds. 

The results were as follow: 

Master Welder Category:     Beginning Welder Category: 

Brayan Sanchez…..3rd Place      2nd Place…..Jose Pineda 

Home of  the Mighty Rams
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GOE 

  
This year, GOE has pride itself on giving back to the community by participating in several Community Service events 
at the Alief Community Gardens and Sam Houston State University. The boys had a great time and did an outstanding 
job of representing Elsik. Also, while at the Alief Community Gardens they had the opportunity to team up with, help 
mentor and work side-by-side with the young men in the Boys Club from Klentzman Intermediate. 
 

Cheerleaders 

 

Our Cheerleaders have been on point with providing fantastic school spirit all year at school and throughout the 
community.  They have hosted Cheer Clinics to those young ones who love cheer and have performed at many of the 
district-wide events.  During the Fall Semester, they invested time preparing for the UIL Cheer Competition held in Fort 
Worth, TX. This competition focused on the traditional game day role cheerleaders have on the sidelines and in 
schools supporting athletic teams. At the UIL Spirit State Championships they participated in three categories: fight 
song, time out band dance, and time out cheer.  The team represented Elsik well. 

 

 

 

Home of  the Mighty Rams 
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STUCO 

 
Amina Mabizari was selected for the National Youth Senate Scholarship.  It is a $10,000 scholarship to the school of 
her choice and a one week fully paid trip to Washington D.C. in March. She is 1 of 2 students chosen from Texas and 
1 of 102 students in America.  The United States Senate Youth Program, established in 1962 by U.S. Senate 
Resolution, is a unique educational experience for outstanding high school students interested in pursuing careers in 
public service.  Two student leaders from each state, the District of Columbia and the Department of Defense 
Education Activity will spend a week in Washington experiencing their national government in action. Student 
delegates will hear major policy addresses by senators, cabinet members, officials from the Departments of State and 
Defense and directors of other federal agencies, as well as participate in a meeting with a justice of the U.S. Supreme 
Court.              

 Amina Mabizari and Ms. Sabina Baig representing Elsik High School and the TASC Board of Directors presented to 
200 Principals in Houston at the Region 4 Texas Association of Secondary School Principals Conference at Lamar 
High School. 
  
Megan Doan, Naomi Kabran, and Amina Mabizari accompanied Ms. Baig to San Marcos, Texas for the 2nd TASC 
Board of Directors Meeting.  The girls also presented at the annual Texas Middle School Conference.  
 

Genesys Works 

The Mission of Genesys Works is to transform the lives of disadvantaged high school students through skills training, 
meaningful internships, and impactful relationships.  They envisioned a future where all youth finish high school 
equipped and empowered with the knowledge and skills required to achieve career success and a lifetime of economic 
self-sufficiency. 

The Elsik Career Preparation Class taught by Mrs. Jacqui DeRome has 11 students currently working in the corporate 
world through the Genesys Works program.  

Gedalyn Agulto Garrido was chosen to speak at the Genesys Works Breaking Through Conference held at the 
Wortham Theater on October 18th 2016.  Gedalyn is an intern at Hines Corporation through Genesys Works. 

Home of  the Mighty Rams
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Science National Honor Society 

SNHS is a prominent scientific organization that will engender a new group of young thinkers who will be the future of 
industry, research, and scientific exploration for America.  Our 2016 - 2017 Inductees are: 

Anika, Mahfuza 
Celestin, Sandra 
Chiwuzie, Miracle 
Garcia, Kristianne 
Gomez‐Perez, Vicente 
Henriquez, Marcus 
Hyde, Chelsea 

 

Isaac, Aurora
Leon, Gardenia 
Mallari, Frederick 
Nguyen, Mai 
Nguyen, Ngoc Khanh 
Nguyen, Thanh Ngoc Minh 
Nguyen, Thu 
 

Nwalie, Judith 
Patel, Chndni 
Paz, Keylee 
Phu, Megan 
Rodriguez, Maya 
Ufomadu, Chukwuebuka 
Vasquez, Erika 
Younus, Fatemah 

 

National Art Honor Society 

National Art Honor Society program inspires and recognizes students who have shown an outstanding ability and 
interest in art. The NAHS strives to aid members in attaining the highest standards in art scholarship, character, and 
service, and to bring art education to the attention of the school and community.  

Adeniyi Adejola 
Marbella Alberto 
Alexis Black 
Kiowa Davis 
Tyler Dory 
Fredy Dominguez 
Brittney Ferretiz 
Guadalupe Garcia 
Jose Garcia 
Juan Garcia 
Daniel Gomez 
Faustina Gonzalez 
Leiry Hernandez 
Linh Hoang 
Valeria Hormazabal 

 

Kehinde Lawson
Gerardo Limon 
Doan Luu 
Oo Meh 
Ken Nguyen 
Truc Nguyen 
Abiola Obawemimo 
Estefania Ondo 
Joel Peralta 
Elizabeth Poe 
Francisco Rincon 
Jonathan Rivera 
Grexley Rodriguez 
Mariana Rodriguez 
Bernardo Rumbo 
 
 

Elyssia Salas 
Lidia Salgado 
Jude Selo‐Ojeme 
Muhammad Shah 
Myranda Sharp 
Milla Storey 
Summer Thomas 
Kimberly Tran 
Plae  Tue  
Tatiana Valencia 
Herlinda Villalba 
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Aquatic Science Program 

 
After being selected as 1 of the top 200 applicants, from a pool of 2,000, the Neighborhood Assist Grant that Mr. 
Jubran applied for was put out to the United States public to vote on.  From those 200, the top 40 applicants were 
awarded a $25,000 grant to fund their project.  Mr. Jubran came in 8th place and will be able to place a 1,077-gallon 
aquarium in Elsik High School to not only enhance the Aquatic Science Program on campus, but this will enable Elsik 
to invite elementary and middle school classes from across the district to participate in mini field trips where the 
Aquatic Science students of Elsik High School will be able to use the huge aquarium as a teaching tool to enrich the 
learning of all Alief students.   

You are invited to attend a Check Presentation Ceremony at Elsik High School on January 24th at 2:00pm in the North 
Cafeteria.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

                      

Community Highlights 

Channel 13 News conducted a 10-week long program in which they 
selected high schools around the Houston area to televise the biggest 
pep rallies ever.  The Mighty Elsik Rams were selected as the first high 
school to showcase creativity and school pride and we set the bar high 
as we showed the city of Houston that we are ALIEF PROUD! 

 

 

 

93.7 FM (The Beat) visited Elsik on September 16th for a 7th period 
Pep Rally.  Students said that this was the best Pep Rally ever as 
they performed and got the opportunity to listen, dance and take 
pictures with some of H-Town local artists, Lyric and Rizzoo. 

 

 

Home of  the Mighty Rams
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Students as Learners 

 

A World of Project-Based Learning! 

"One of the major advantages of project work is that it makes school more like real life. It's an in-
depth investigation of a real-world topic worthy of children's attention and effort."-EDUCATION 
RESEARCHER SYLVIA CHARD  

 

What is Project Based Learning? 
 Project Based Learning (PBL) is more than just a teaching method. It’s a revitalization of 
education for students so that they can develop intellectually and emotionally. By using real-
world scenarios, challenges, and problems, students gain useful knowledge and skills that 
increase during their designated project periods. The goals of using complex questions or 
problems is to develop and enhance student learning by encouraging critical thinking, problem 
solving, teamwork and self-management.  The project’s proposed question drives students to 
make their own decisions, perform their own research, and review their own and fellow peers’ 
process/projects. 
 
Every department has planned and/or conducted at least one project -based learning activity for 
this school year.  We want to make certain that we are tapping into the interests of students and 
encouraging them to use their creativity skills, collaborate well with others, communicate 
effective and think critically. 
 
This year, we have only touched the surface of PBL, and both teachers and students have 
gained invaluable knowledge along the way.  Our goal is to make certain that this best practice 
approach becomes a way of life for Elsik High School as we prepare/equip students with the 21st 
Century Skills necessary to function in an ever-expanding global society. 
 

Home of  the Mighty Rams
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Clubs and Organizations 

School life is busy! 

You’re up early to get to school on time, to math, science, social studies, and other classes, and have homework to 
do. So, why is it important to participate in extracurricular clubs, sports, or community groups? 

College admissions officers look at the things you do after school like participating in school clubs, sports clubs or 
teams, or community volunteer work. No doubt about it, maintaining good grades is important for getting into college, 
but after-school activities reveal a great deal about your interests, your readiness for college, and demonstrate your 
ability to: 

 Make a meaningful contribution to something 
 Maintain a commitment 
 Manage your time and priorities 

Bonus:                                          
Joining clubs and volunteering is a great way to: 

 Make new friends 
You’ll meet people who have similar interests to yours. You may also meet people from different backgrounds who you 
may not have the opportunity to interact with before. 

 Build respect and learn team work 
Team work and respect are two important life-skills that can carry you through life. By joining clubs or teams, you’ll 
learn to work together towards a common goal, learn respect for coaches, leaders, yourself, and one another. 

 Gain self-confidence 
Completing a special project, playing a difficult piece of music, or being a valuable member of a team can help you 
gain self-esteem. Perhaps you’re not as academically talented as some other students at school; by participating in a 
club or other activity, you have the opportunity excel in something you enjoy and are good at. 

 Relieve stress 
Many clubs and activities take place in a relaxed environment, so you have a chance to unwind and do things you like 
after a busy day at school. 

 Learn real-world skills 
Many extracurricular activities provide a chance to learn real-world skills. Joining the school newspaper gives you 
experience at writing timely news stories; the debate club teaches the art of persuasion and negotiating skills; the 
robotics team helps develop problem-solving skills using creativity, computers, and technology. 

 Develop time management skills 
Juggling school, homework, and family life can be challenging. Joining clubs and other activities helps you learn the 
importance of planning and prioritizing. 

 Avoid risky behaviors 
Studies show that students who participate in after-school activities have greater expectations for the future and were 
more interested in school than their peers. Having a greater sense of purpose and more self-esteem gives you a 
reason to say “no” to risky behaviors. Students who participate in after-school or community activities are more likely 
to succeed at school. 

Home of  the Mighty Rams 



 

 

      Page 11 

 

 

 

 

Clubs and Organizations 

Academic UIL 

Anime Club 

ASA‐ African Students Association 

Audio Visual Production 

AVID 

BPA‐ Business Professionals of America 

Ceramics 

Chemistry Club 

Chinese Culture Club 

Elsik World Affairs Council 

Engineering 

English Scholarship 

Environmental Club 

Fashion Club/Fashion Class 

FCSCP (Career Prep) 

FFA‐ Future Farmers of America 

French Club 

Game Design 

GSA‐ Gay Straight Alliance‐  

GOE‐ Gentlemen of Elsik  

Guitar 

Horticulture 
 

HOSA‐ Health Occupation Students of America 

LEO‐ Leadership Experience Opportunity 

Literacy Club 

LOE‐ Ladies of Elegance 

Mu Theta Alpha 

Music Production 

Muslim Student Association 

NAHS‐ National Art Honor Society 

NHS‐ National Honor Society 

Pharmacy Tech 

Poetry Club 

Ram Buddies 

ROTC 

Sculpture 

Senior Class 

SNHS‐ Science National Honor Society 

Spanish Club 

Speech/Debate 

STUCO‐ Student Council 

Students for Christ 

Welding 

Yearbook/ Newspaper 

Home of  the Mighty Rams 



Cool Pics 

 

 
 

 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 


