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The varsity cheerleaders warm up with a few stunts before the football game 
against Ft. Bend Bush High School on Sept. 10.  Games and other activities 
have made the school year feel a little more like normal, but masks and social 
distancing are still a reality.

Photo by Carla Armendariz

See BACK, Page 8

Welcome back to    normal

By Carla Armendariz, The Den Staff

notnotBy Daiara Garcia, Editor-in-Chief

Walking into the quiet room, looking around with 
those big glassy eyes, she’s on the lookout for her 
favorite people. Everyone looks at her with that 

perfect hair and nice short legs, and as she walks in, you no-
tice her hips moving side to side.  She’s the star of the room, 
and now everyone turns around to see Molly, a miniature 
Schnauzer.

Molly is one year old and is one of many furry friends who visits the Vet-
erinary Technology class at the Alief Center for Advanced Careers. Some 
pets come in for grooming or health screenings, but Molly comes in almost 
every day since her mom works in the building.

Many of these pets that come into the building are there for grooming. 
Students in the program will shower the dogs, trim nails and get them 

Game on!

Molly, a miniature schnauzer, gets some loving pats from students in the Vet-
erinary Tech program at the Alief Center for Advanced Careers.  The program 
teaches students proper pet care, grooming and health screening, preparing 
them for a career in the field.  Molly comes in every day for doggie daycare.
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Dog days
Vet Tech students learn 
all the necessary pet tricks

See VET, Page 5

For the majority of students, this year will be their first 
real and complete in-person high school experience. 
Many missed the networks and connections that high 

school can provide. In our case, the experiences between the 
classes of the 2021-22 scholastic year varied greatly. 

In the experience of freshman Rubi Ayala Vaquera, there was an over-
whelming shock in the transition from middle school to high school. Espe-
cially in regards to grades and the systems run by each classroom. 

“Something unexpected I found about high school is that some classes are 
confusing and some teachers don’t care,” Vaquera said. “For example, if you 
get a 60 on a test they don’t help you as middle school would. If it’s a 60, 
it’s a 60 and that’s the end of that.” 

Freshman Greysi Castro Benitez commented on how big the school was 
and, again, the foreign atmosphere of the classrooms. 

“Obviously that it’s (the campus) so big, I didn’t know it was going to be 
this big, and also I didn’t know we would have classes with sophomores, 
juniors and seniors,” Benitez said. 

For what many staff members are calling the “second freshman class,” 
sophomores also share the lack of high school familiarity. Sophomore Uk-
pono “Crystal” Udobong revealed how true her unawareness became when 
she walked into her first in-person high school year, and how she looks for 
the good in her situation.

“I do share this feeling (feeling like a freshman),” Udobong said. “Even 
though I’m a sophomore this year I still feel like a freshman because this 
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Remembering

Counselor Jessica Miller, remembered as a sister, 
daughter, friend and loyal confidant to many of her 
students, passed away on Sept. 24. Ms. Miller was 

known by her smile, her kindness and her ability to comfort 
those around her. 

“It is always hard to lose a member of our Lions’ Den,” principal Mary 
Williams said. “It is exceptionally hard when that person was so loved by so 
many. Her absence is felt. I hope that her goodness lives on through those 
that she helped, those that she cared for, and those that she loved.” 

“I was fortunate to be housed at Taylor so I got to work with her and I 
know that she was a very bright light for her students,” Alief ISD Mental 
Health Facilitator Chrysaundra Tanner said. 

“And as I’ve talked with some of her students, they shared how she has 
been helpful to them. She had a very big impact and so, even though she is 
not here with us any more, I know that her impact will continue to be felt 
by her students and the lives that she changed,” Tanner said. 

“There is nothing more valuable than investing in children and I think 
she did that with her life,” Tanner said. “And so I am excited to continue to 
see her students flourish and live out the legacy that she gave them: support 
and encouragement.” 

“I remember talking to her when I was going through stuff my freshman 
year,” senior Amber Rhinelander said. “She was a very nice and caring per-
son, always down to talk whenever. A lot of kids in the school really looked 
up to her.” 

Tanner said that there are resources available to help those mourning the 
loss of Ms. Miller, and encourages students and staff to take advantage of 
them. She and her crisis team are there for any needs in regards to grief, 
mental health, or any other issues students and staff may have. 

“We [crisis team] provide counseling throughout the district,” she said. 
“After the announcement was made, students (and staff) were invited to 
meet with a counselor if they thought it would be helpful. For ongoing 
(support), if grief comes up later, we allow students to come up and talk to 
one of us (counselors) for anything they may need.“ 

A celebration of life was held for Ms. Miller on Saturday, Oct. 9 at the 
Fifth Ward Baptist Church.  She will be greatly missed by her Taylor family.

By Daiara Garcia and Sofia Santana, The Den Staff
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Illustration by Eliana Viola

You’ve been waiting all week for this. School was start-
ing to heavily bore you and you simply couldn’t take 
the boredom.

The weekend finally strikes and the day has come. You’re in the car, at the 
edge of your seat. 

When you finally reach your destination, you almost jump out of the car, 
seeing the place you’ve been waiting for: the arcade.

Online and electronic games are heavily popular, more now than ever. 
Every day we come home to escape the boredom that’s been chasing us all 
day. The video games that became our escape during the quarantine are still 
a great way to have fun and relax. Many of these games are timeless classics, 
so I took a trip down memory lane to bring back those feelings of nostalgia. 

By Eliana Viola, The Den Staff

Pac-Man
He’s been around for almost 40 years.
Living in one of the most simplest yet addicting worlds.
This little yellow man just wants to eat pellets and avoid every ghost that 

tries to stop him from doing so.
One of the most popular throwback games, Pac-Man, is a very simple 

yet exciting and addicting game. The player just directs Pac-Man around a 
maze, munching on pellets and cherries for extra points.

Pac-Man was extraordinary to other games because, at the time, in the 
1980s, games such as Space Invaders and Asteroids were booming. The 
creator of Pac-Man, Toru Iwatani developed an idea that would completely 
change the world. This idea was officially born on May 22, 1980. 

Pac-Man was also the first game that offered such unique gameplay due 
to having artificial intelligence: the ghosts. Being the highest grosser of all 
time, becoming a pop culture icon in the video community and being one 
of the most-remembered names, Pac-Man has truly changed and revolu-
tionized gaming around the whole world. 

Super Mario
Oh no! The princess has been captured!
The evil clawed man took the princess and no one knows what to do!
But wait. There has to be some kind of knight and shining armor to save 

her, right?
Yes, there is. But in truth...he’s a plumber.
Another throwback game that’s still with us is Super Mario. Super Mario 

wasn’t the most complex game either, although the obstacles of saving the 
lovely Princess Peach did get harder as you played. 

Every level meant trying to get through angry mushrooms, boomerang 
throwing turtles, shell throwing turtles, I mean the list could go on! And 
you must go through those little levels to get to the boss level of the biome. 

Super Mario had lots to give, especially with how many versions of the 
game they’ve put out that are all extremely popular and fun. One of the 
best in the series is New Super Mario Bros., which was played on the Nin-
tendo DS.

The New Super Mario Bros was developed on May 15th, 2006. Before 
that game, the Super Mario game series had been going on and booming 
since 1983. It became the best-selling game for Nintendo DS, selling more 
than 30 million copies worldwide. 

How did this simple game of passing levels get so popular? Surely it’s like 

any other games, right? New Super Mario Bros of course couldn’t be any 
other regular game, due to its simple yet intuitive gameplay and colorful de-
sign. Also the iconic and recognizable design of Mario. No one could forget 
the short, mustached plumber with blue overalls and his iconic red hat. 

Galaga
It’s almost as old as the one and only Pac-Man.
Flying through the galaxy with nothing but your spaceship.
Trying to avoid being destroyed by a swarm of angry and agile alien 

spaceships.
Galaga was most definitely popular in the arcades in the ‘80s and I 

wouldn’t say that this gameplay was exactly easy or simple. Galaga was a 
game of fighting huge armies of alien spaceships and, of course, the more 
levels you achieved, the harder it got to play. These alien ships would 
shoot their weapons and you tried your best to dodge and attack. But 
if you do get hit, you do lose a life and we all know the famous phrase, 
“three strikes and you’re out!”

In September of 1981, Galaga was created. Similar to Mario, Galaga is 
the sequel of the previous booming game, Galaxian. It was invented just 
two years before Galaga was released. Galaga wasn’t the most popular 
game, nor did it make the most money, but it hasn’t died out just yet. 

Coming from creator Shigeru Yokoyama, Galaga was developed to take 
up the challenge from other companies who were coming up with their 

own Glaxian-inspired games. “Well, we didn’t have any explicit instruc-
tions to create a game like Galaxian,” Yokoyama said. “However, at the 
time, other companies were creating their own Galaxian knock-offs. 

“Since Galaxian, Namco had been busy pursuing other avenues via 
games like Pac-Man and Rally X. And management had expressed a clear 
desire to us that we make one more game like Galaxian, so we took up 
the challenge.” 

Playing old schoolPlaying old school
These classic arcade games are still around, and still a blast
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By Amanda Diaz, The Den Staff

The rich heritage of Hispanic culture is on full display around campus.  Hosted by the Spanish Club and sponsor Dora Ortega, students and staff were 
invited to participate in a variety themed celebrations.  Hispanic Heritage Month runs from Sept. 15 through Oct. 15 to commemorate several historical 
events from many Spanish-speaking countries.

This is new to us. Going to school in a pandemic. Are 
we prepared for this? Every year in August is when we 
get ready and shop for stuff for back to school. The 

real question is, is everyone okay to go back? 

Is everyone comfortable or should we do online school again until we 
know that it’s safe? When will we all relax and feel that everything is under 
control?

As we’ve seen, there are definitely some big advantages and disadvantages 
to both online and in-person schooling during this pandemic.  Here’s a look 
at both sides.

Online schooling
Some parents feel more comfortable with online schooling because they 

know that their student is not going to be around others in school who 
might be infected. “My kids always come first,” said Tatiana Villegas, a 

mother of three, “and I won’t feel comfortable because kids are kids. They 
don't really understand what to do and how to protect themselves from this 
virus.”

Many students like online because it is more flexible for those who help 
around the house and work jobs. Also, online schooling can teach students 
how to have self discipline and how to be more self reliant.

In-person schooling 
Other students prefer going back to school, knowing that they will under-

stand everything better by having that close connection. They need to be 
one-to-one with their teachers, and enjoy seeing friends every day. 

Parents also like that their kids are at school because their environment 
from home and school are very different. Being at school allows the stu-
dents to pay more attention than at home where they have phones and TV 
and music and other distractions around them. 

“I would rather put my child in school because if he is already failing in 
person, he will fail in online,” one parent said.

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month

The Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan has not lacked 
for any media coverage. The news has been filled with 
reports, opinions and second-guessing about what 

will happen now that all U.S. troops have been withdrawn 
from the country.

For several years, the hot debate was on whether to keep U.S. soldiers 
overseas or to withdraw all troops from Afghani bases. Some argued that 
soldiers had been fighting for too long, and to just give it up. Others were 
pushing that there was still something worth fighting for over there and to 
keep going. However, there is still much to understand of what happened 
before recent events. 

Through most of the 1980s, the Soviet Union occupied the country until 
they were finally driven out. The Taliban gained substantial influence and 
power in Afghanistan after the Soviet Union left. Over time, the Taliban’s 
power grew until they controlled about 90 percent of Afghanistan. 

Under the Taliban’s control, Afghanistan was very restrictive toward 
women and their rights. They also allowed the terrorist group Al Qaida, 
which was responsible for the 9/11 attacks against the U.S., to operate 
within the country. After 9/11 in 2001, the U.S. invaded Afghanistan and 
fought heavily against both the Taliban and Al Qaida for a few weeks until 

finally gaining control. 
For the next 20 years, U.S. troops occupied the country in a war-like 

state. The goal was to help Afghanis to rebuild the country and form a gov-
ernment, but this was never accomplished. More and more, Americans back 
home began to call for an end to U.S. involvement.  But leaving meant 
allowing the Taliban to take back Afghanistan. 

People like Ala Ratrout argue that it was time for U.S troops to come back 
home after a long and gruesome 20 years overseas. 

 “I was born in Afghanistan. I was there and the things you could do are 
really restricted and especially for my wife,” Ratrout said. “And when I 
heard of the attacks I thought it was going to be done. But now I think it is 
useless to keep fighting.”

Others like Maha Varisha,  believe U.S soldiers should have stayed and 
kept fighting for the human rights of citizens, and for the protection of the 
U.S. 

“I don’t agree with taking the troops back,” Varisha said. “I think they 
should keep fighting because they will just make it stricter [restrictions on 
human and women’s rights].”

As of now, the Taliban has announced that they will be “fair” toward the 
rights of women, as well as other human rights issues. The big question 
remains, will they keep their word? 

By Daniel Espino, The Den Staff

Are we ready for this?

What’s next, now that the US is out of Afghanistan?
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Students from orchestra director Lester Lopez’s guitar class, including sophomore Karen 
Gisela Solano, juniors Andrea Damian, and Maria Benitez, and senior Jimmy Thach 
surprise English teacher Kelsey Roberts with a birthday song on Sept. 3.

Photo by K. Roberts

By Sofia Santana, The Den Staff

ClubClubSpotlightSpotlight
Ever since the Covid quarantine started and online 

learning became a huge part of the school year, many 
people have not gotten the chance to join clubs or be 

a part of a community. Coming back to in-person learning 
has been a challenge, but a good change nonetheless. For all 
new and returning students wanting to get involved in some 
of the clubs at Taylor, “Club Spotlight” will shed a light on 
some of the various clubs Taylor has in store for you.

Gardening Club
If cultivating plants from the little seedling to a fully mature plant, or 

bringing a bit more green into the school interests you then you might 
like gardening too. Although the gardening club is an unofficial club, get-
ting the word out about it can help make the club official for all students 
interested in gardening. 

With 44 members and counting, the club helps beautify the school with 
the various plants they take care of. Club members help create a welcom-
ing environment for students and staff alike, while helping to take care of 
the Earth. A major goal this club works toward is revamping the green-
house and planting herbs to provide for the school, such as parsley, basil, 
garlic and more. 

The gardening club meets on some Wednesdays after school. If you are 
interested in joining the club, see Ms. Sarah Johnson in room 1324 for 
more information

Taylor A/V Club
Formally known as the DJ Club, the Taylor A/V club is here to stay. They 

still provide DJ services, but they also do video production and live stream-
ing. They provide DJ services for dances and on-campus events, create 
promotional and instructional videos for school, and help host meetings for 
staff and students alike. 

Taylor A/V meetings are usually held Monday and Tuesday in Mr. Brew-
er’s room, 2578. You can join the club by talking to the club sponsors, Mr. 
Brewer or Mr. Chastang, or by scanning the QR codes around the building. 

Student Council
Want to make the school a more positive place for students and staff alike? 

Then the Student Council, otherwise known as StuCo, is for you. The club 
specializes in boosting positivity and school spirit within Taylor with spirit 
week, events and seasonal projects. 

StuCo sponsors and coordinates many events during the school year, but 
the main event is Homecoming. Down to the theme, decorations and spirit 
week activities, StuCo plans everything. 

StuCo's goal this year is to ease everyone back into a more normal campus 
life, and potentially show newcomers what high school is actually like. The 
president of StuCo, Viet Tran said, “I found it memorable because it made 
me step out of my comfort zone for the better and taught me more leader-
ship skills that I would’ve never learned on my own. So if you’re interested 
in making an impact during this school year and future years, consider join-
ing. You’ll have a great time,” he said. 

StuCo meetings are usually held every Thursday in Mr. Randall’s room in 
2582. Stop by and ask him or any StuCo officer in the hallways for more 
information on what they do.

VET, from Page 1

looking and smelling their best.
Some, like Molly, just come in for doggy daycare so they 

won’t be bored at home. Being a high energy dog, Molly usu-
ally gets to run around and play with the staff and other dogs 
that come in.  She’s also really fast, so the students always try 
to keep a leash on her. One time a student let Molly out of the 
classroom and it was really hard for them to catch her. She had 
students running around all over the building. 

The Vet Tech program is designed to prepare students for jobs 
at a real veterinary clinic, and some hope to go on to become 
veterinarians. The classes help students get experience and learn 
how to do many tasks, for example how to properly restrain a 
dog or cat and how to check an animal for a heartbeat. 

“I like vet class because it helps me get a more hands-on 
learning experience and be prepared to work at a vet clinic,” 
Melissa Castro said.  “For example, we use the dogs that come 
into our building for us to learn how it is in the real world. It's 
trying to help us get some experience about how we really have 
to do it.” 

The class also includes some dissection projects on dead 
animals, such as piglets and cats. The students see this opportu-
nity as a really good experience to learn about the organs of the 
animals, and study illnesses that could affect them.
”Since I was little they would ask me what I wanted to be and I 
said a vet,” Sianya Vargas said. “Then when I got to high school 
they (asked) us what was the career we wanted. I said a veteri-
narian because you get to work with animals and you become 
close with the people you work with. And the surgeries that the 
veterinarians perform are sometimes pretty interesting to see.”

Birthday serenade
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New “Spiderman” set for December release

Sony and Marvel have recently dropped the first trailer 
for “Spiderman: No Way Home,” on Aug. 23, marking 
the third solo entry of the character in the Marvel Cin-

ematic Universe. 
Marvel has dropped several shows and movies this year, keeping us en-

tertained throughout the pandemic. But out of all the movies set to come 
out this year (and even the next few years), few have generated the level of 
excitement that “Spider-Man: No Way Home” has.

The trailer is our first glimpse of the movie, and it packs quite a lot, from 
a public identity to a multiversal adventure. 

“It shows all the good stuff about the movie, hyping everyone up,” junior 
Ethan Miranda said.

And he’s not wrong in saying that. The trailer is very flashy and gives a lot 
to look forward to. 

Previously before the trailer came out, there were rumors for months sur-
rounding the movie about old actors playing old characters coming into 

this movie, including Tobey Maguire and Andrew Garfield, the two actors 
who have also played Spider-Man in the past.

“I’m most excited to see the reunion of all the Spider-Men,” Miranda said. 
“It will bring a lot of nostalgia.”

Although there is no confirmation about the previously mentioned actors 
returning and joining the MCU, many fans see it as highly likely, especially 
considering that there are several nudges of old villains returning, most 
notably Alfred Molina who is confirmed to reprise his role as Doc Ock after 
17 years since his appearance in “Spider-Man 2” (2004). 

“His performance in the original movie was great, I don’t think anyone 
else could play the role,” junior Michael Ndegwa said.

Many have speculated the return of other well known villains, such as 
Willem Dafoe as Green Goblin and Jamie Fox as Electro. Regardless, based 
off of the first trailer, the movie is sure to blow people’s minds.

“I know Disney will do great with them,” said Ndegwa.
“Spider-Man: No Way Home” is set to release exclusively in theaters Dec. 

17, 2021.

By Steven Murillo, The Den Staff

By Perla Godinez, The Den Staff

animeanime
To Your Eternity
An orb, known as It, is cast into the Earth only able to do two things: 
changing forms that simulate “it” and to come back to life after death. The 
orb morphs into a rock, later into a wolf and finally into a boy. Now as a 
boy he roams as a newborn with no knowledge of what he is supposed to 
do and becomes Fushi. 

As he begins encountering humans, Fushi starts to learn survival skills and 
grows as a “person.”  But the journey of his growth begins to darken, as 
destructive and unexplainable enemies, the Nokkers, begin to follow him, 
taking his identity as well as forcing him from the people he grows to love 
and care for.  

Yona of the Dawn
Living a life of luxury and ease, Princess Yona is forced out of her customs 
by the sudden betrayal and murder of her father by her cousin Su-woon. 
Being forced to escape with only Son Hak, her childhood friend and body-

guard, Yona finds herself in the kingdom of Kouka where the ideal she en-
visioned is not as she thought it to be. Now with only a mysterious legend 
to guide her and Hak, Yona meets incredible individuals in her journey who 
stay by her side and help fight against her cousin.  

Somali and the Forest Spirit
Where humans were driven to extinction, a diversity of inhuman creatures 
now roam the land. In the middle of the forest, a Golem finds itself a hu-
man child dressed in rags and in chains. 

The Golem decides to leave his duty as the guardian of the forest in pur-
suit to find Somali, a young girl, as well as her parents or any remaining 
humans. But to Somali, finding her parents is the least of her worries, as 
she believes that she already has the parents she needs. This story takes the 
reader on a journey that unites a member of a dying race and a forest guard-
ian Golem, as father and daughter. 

The

column

A graphic representation of our Lion pride

Workers from Sign Champ install new window graphics outside the gym en-
trance on Oct. 13. The new graphics look great, and help save energy costs.

Photos by K. Roberts
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Just Ask AllieJust Ask Allie
What’s the key for any relation-
ship?
The key to any relationship is com-
munication, trust, honesty, compat-
ibility and time. Have respect for 
yourself so as to not be taken advan-
tage of and put through unnecessary 
hardships. And most importantly, 
learn to love yourself first because 
you can’t expect someone to love 
you if you don’t love yourself.
 
How long has “The Den” been 
around?
“The Den” has been around since 
the school opened in 2000, marking 
our 21st year anniversary. 

What’s the point of life if you 
aren’t happy or chasing your 
dreams?
Find a purpose, dream or goal in 
your life. Goals don’t have to be big 
life aspirations, they can be some-
thing as simple as finishing a book 
that you enjoy, sleeping a bit longer 
or getting your next plate of nachos. 
Take it day by day and once you 
have found a dream you want to 
chase then go for it. 

Why do girls always get dress 
coded and not the males? They get 
to wear shorts and they don’t get 
in trouble, but girls do. 
Some aspects of dress codes teach 
women, from a young age, that their 
bodies are to be hidden. They can 
infer that young girls' bodies are 
provocative and promote objectifi-

cation. For this reason we often see 
more specific clothing rules with 
regard to women than to men. 

What are the best AP classes to 
take in high school?
AP classes provide a variety of bene-
fits. If you take an AP class it will be 
a rigorous course, but the best ones 
to take are the subjects you have the 
most interest in.  

Are AP exams as hard they are said 
to be?
AP exams, just like AP classes, de-
pend on your strengths and weak-
nesses. If you have difficulty with 
science you probably wouldn’t want 
to take an AP physics exam. If you 
study and stay on top of your assign-
ments, though, it will be a breeze. 
AP exams are timed, so you would 
need to practice on how to manage 
your time. There are both multiple 
choice and short answer questions, 
so practice on improving your writ-
ing skills. 

How do you deal with stress due 
to homework?
You can deal with the stress of 
homework in a variety of ways. 
Make a list of all the assignments 
you have to do and rank them from 
the easiest to hardest assignment. 
Start with the hardest assignment 
first so you can have it out of the 
way. Take a 15 minute break after 
every hour or a 30 minute break 
every two hours. Play some relaxing 

music and find a calm, quiet envi-
ronment to work in. If you don’t 
understand a problem, ask a teacher 
for help, or attend tutorials. You 
can also do study calls with friends, 
provided they will help you stay on 
task. 

What clubs does Taylor have? 
Refer to our article, “Club Spot-
light” for some organizations you 
might take interest in. 

Do aliens exist?
Yes, we exist. 

Do you have a relationship with 
anyone?
Yes and their name is Homework. 
And my mistress is Chasing the Bag. 

If we listen to what Simon says, 
who does Simon answer to?
Simon answers to his wife, his 
mother and his little sis Allie, be-
cause otherwise he would be in a 
world of hurt.

Dear Allie, is the Earth round or 
flat? 
Interestingly enough many theo-
ries have alluded to the idea that 
the Earth is flat. Think about it, 
why can’t people go to Antarctica 
without someone watching you at 
all times? Is there a secret govern-
ment base there? Or maybe the 
Earth is in the shape of a disc and 
Antarctica borders this disc. There's 
even strange (and unverified) sto-

ries that suggest the Earth is flat. 
As one story goes, an airplane once 
had to make an emergency landing 
because a woman was giving birth. 
It was a flight from Indonesia to Los 
Angeles, and they had two options: 
make a U-turn for Indonesia or 
keep going straight to Los Angeles.   
However….they landed in Alaska...
ALASKA! Makes no sense right? 
WRONG, it makes perfect sense if 
you look at a globe of the Earth. A 
perfectly straight flight from Indo-
nesia to California would go along 
the equator, which would make 
the flight really long. Instead, the 
flight takes a northward arc, which 
is shorter and takes you right near 
the tip of Alaska. Long story short, 
the Earth is round. Ancient Greeks 
proved it more than 3,000 years ago.

How is algebra going to help me 
in life?
Learning algebra helps you develop 
critical thinking and problem solv-
ing skills, logic, patterns and reason-
ing. It might help you find the slope 
of your bread crust. Maybe do your 
taxes. And it will definitely help you 
get into college.

Allie, who are you, really?
Allie..aka the SPICE WATCHERS.

Do you like turtles?
Yes. Especially the chocolate ones!

Through times when loneliness arises, when you’re in 
need of a mood setter, or when you just simply want 
to go into your own world of relaxation, music has 

always been a set-in-stone comfort space for all. 

Offering different genres that appeal to different sorts of audiences, there’s 
always room to expand one's horizons as it relates to music. Here are some 
of today’s hit albums.

“Happier Than Ever” - Billie Eilish 
Recorded alongside her brother Finneas, “Happier Than Ever” is Billie 

Eilish’s sophomore album, released on July 30, 2021. This album represents 
sort of her personal sweetener era. In other words, it’s a feeling of release, 
and being genuinely content with her project. This album represents a sign 
of growth, taking into consideration the touches of mid-century pop mixed 
with arrangements and production, leaving each song feeling like a different 
story. 

“SOUR” - Olivia Rodrigo 
Released on May 21 as her debut album, Olivia Rodrigo steps out of her 

usual Disney persona and goes toward expanding her branches. Overall, 
“SOUR” has had an immense impact on, not just her career, but has also 
left a lasting impression on many audiences as well. 

This album is incredibly diverse in the aspect of touching into different el-
ements, including alt-pop, country and variations of folk, making “SOUR” 
a heartbreak album, for those days where gloom strikes. It’s a true emotional 
roller coaster worth taking at least once. 

“Planet Her” - Doja Cat 
Doja Cat’s third album is filled with hip-hop, pop and hints of R&B, 

along with ballads and songs to have an overall blast to. Released on June 
25, “Planet Her” has made an insanely powerful impact on many trends 
that can now be found on TikTok. It’s simply a great comfort album for just 
wanting to vibe out, or for having a mini dance party. 

By Amanda Coreas, The Den Staff

The
beatmusic
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is my first time attending high school five days a week, in-person. But 
I am getting used to it. Plus, this year there are new opportunities to 
get involved in things like clubs and sports that weren’t available to us 
before virtually,” she said. 

Though many juniors have attended in-person school, their experience 
was cut short due to COVID-19 which hit amid their freshman year, in 
March 2020. Junior Jazlin Garcia shares her dilemmas and her manner 
of overcoming the many obstacles of virtual learning. 

“I found it very challenging to have the motivation for virtual school 
after COVID hit,” Garcia said. “It was kind of easy at first but progres-
sively got harder, at least for me. So I was kind of looking forward to 
coming back. This year I’m most wary of passing my SAT and ACT 
exams. I'm looking forward to joining a lot of clubs and organizations,” 
Garcia said. 

The class of 2022 is the last class to have had a complete and real in-
person high school experience. Though COVID restrictions have calmed 
down, many of the senior class continue to feel limited in terms of what 
they can do, as well as feeling uneasy about whether future events may 
be canceled due to a possible increase in COVID outbreaks. Senior 
Donovan Barnett shares his opinion about the “no off-campus” limita-
tion on seniors and other similar restrictions.

“The restrictions on seniors right now are unnecessary and illegitimate 
to me. We can’t go off-campus for one reason, being what old senior 
classes did. It’s unfair to us and not giving us a chance to be unique in 
our own decisions,” said Barnett. 

Senior Naomi Caicedo also feels that the new set of rules enforced 
upon the student body isn’t fair to any classes. 

“I feel like that’s unfair because the seniors before us got to experience 
that and we didn’t, and that’s why literally every kid from freshman year 
waits for the off-campus and the other senior privileges,” said Caicedo. 

These past three scholastic years have gone by very quickly. So much 
so that freshmen are now juniors taking the SAT and sophomores are 
graduating in a couple months. Senior Maria Vargas expresses how she 
still doesn’t feel like a senior mostly due to the lack of typical senior 
events and activities that she has seen past seniors experience. 

“Not really [feel like a senior]. There were many things taken away like 
lunch off-campus, events and dances that many seniors were actually 
looking forward to. There should be more activities for seniors, like fun 
ones,” Vargas said. 

Though many members of the class of 2022 may not feel like seniors, 
staff members and counselors are quick to help prepare them with 
college prep, counseling and any other concerns that they may have, 
whether it be about school or a situation at home. 

“I feel prepared. Counselors have helped a lot with AP classes and dual 
credit, including helping me for college,” Caicedo said. 

Photo by Macy Butler
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In the zone

Members of the Crimson Cadettes and the Roaring Lion Band get together for 
a lunchtime pep rally on Oct. 1, ahead of the Taylor vs. Elsik football game.

A little lunchtime pep

Senior Erinn Cox, a member of the varsity Lady Lions volleyball team, gets in 
a little practice on Sept. 2.  The team is currently 13-22 in overall play.



Looking for something to make you smile during a 
bad day can be a challenge. However, there are some 
things that will almost definitely turn that frown 

upside down. One of these things that can make a bad day 
better are dad jokes. They’re called dad jokes because they 
are typically corny and are told by dads. 

• What do peanuts say to each other when they’re playing tag? 
“I’m gonna cashew.”

• Why aren’t sea creatures good musicians? Because you can’t 
tuna fish. 

• What do you call a factory that makes okay products? Satisfac-
tory. 

• I asked my dog what 2 minus 2 is. He said nothing.

• How do you get a country girl’s attention? A tractor

• I thought the drier was shrinking my clothes. Turns out it's the 
refrigerator.

• What did the ocean say to the beach? Nothing, it just waved.

• What do you call a very tasty banana? Appealing.

• What does a sprinter eat before running? Nothing, they fast. 

By Macy Butler, The Den Staff

Dad jokes
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Comics By Sofia Santana

Video games have definitely changed throughout the 
years. Some of the games I play are edgy with high 
resolution graphics, such as Apex Legends and Val-

orant. 
Apex Legends Is a battle royale game that can be played either solo or with 

two to three people. The game can be played in battle royale mode, using 
three different maps: Olympus, World's Edge (destroyed) and Kings Can-
yon. In the arenas game mode, you can choose from three maps, where you 
fight a 3v3 on a map. 

A lot of people love this game for its movement and tactical gunplay. It 
also has different characters that each have their own abilities. “I love this 
game,” sophomore Juliana Gonzalez said. “It's so fun and crazy with its 
characters.” Gonzalez considers herself an avid gamer.

Valorant is a 5v5 character-based tactical FPS game that is becoming 
popular again. It also has characters called agents that have special abilities. 
Each character is used in different ways, almost like Counter-Strike: Global 
Offensive and Overwatch put together. You buy weapons at the start of the 
game and you can also buy the agent's abilities. 

People have said that this game is becoming great again because it is get-
ting balanced. “The lore in this game is the same with the gameplay,” Gon-
zalez said.

While many games in the past have been glitchy and more pixelated, the 
graphics and framerate in these games are much smoother now, as long as 
you are on the right servers.

There are other games out there that you can play as well. Some may be 
less popular, but still offer plenty of fun, either solo or with some friends. 
Pico Park or Stardew Valley are just two examples of those games.

By Jose Guzman, The Den Staff

What’s new in gaming


