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Feeling the

crunch

District faces financial crisis in the wake of distance learning
By Lori Alvarez, Associate Editor
and Leo Lescay Valdes, The Den Staff

R

eturning to school this year, whether it’s virtual or face
to face, has not been easy. For some, it has not been
possible. The district is facing a major funding shortage due to the lack of students enrolled and attending school.

Enrollments in Alief ISD schools are down by eight percent or about
4,000 students, according to an article in the Houston Chronicle.
This affects our district because the fewer enrolled students and the more
absences the district records translate directly to funding losses.

King and Queen

“School districts in Texas are funded through a combination of enrollment and attendance, Alief ISD superintendent H.D Chambers said. “As it
stands right now, Alief ISD and other large urban districts could be facing
large revenue shortfalls (of $37-$40 million) due to the low enrollment and
attendance numbers.”
Due to the district losing almost 10 percent of its budget, payment methods for staff members in Alief will take a big hit. The district will have to
dip into its fund balance, essentially its rainy day fund, but that will do little
to offset the losses.
See BUDGET, Page 2

Biden wins
Harris elected first female VP
By Kimberly Bermudez, The Den Staff

A

mericans elected a new president on Nov. 3, Joe
Biden. The presidential election also made history by
electing the first female vice president, Kamala Harris, and by having the most votes cast in U.S. history. Biden
and Harris received more than 80 million votes.
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Homecoming King Kristian Cruz and Queen Celina Uwagboi enjoy the
spotlight at the homecoming football game Dec. 4 at Crump Stadium.

See the 2020
Homecoming
Court here

Biden won the popular vote by more than 7 million votes, but Donald
Trump has still not conceded the election, instead sticking to wild conspiracy theories that it was stolen from him.
President Trump baselessly claims that Biden won the election because
of voting fraud. After being in the lead in states like Georgia, Pennsylvania and Nevada on election night, Trump watched the lead slowly turn in
Biden’s favor as the days progressed.
The reason for this makes sense if you look at the way votes were cast
across the country. With covid cases on the rise, many states made it easier
for people to vote early and by mail. Trump encouraged his supporters to
vote in person on election day, while Biden encouraged his voters to vote
through mail in ballots. The first votes that were counted were mostly the
in person votes from election day. But once the early votes and mail in ballots started being counted, Joe Biden emerged as the clear winner, earning
306 electoral votes.
“This is a fraud on the American public,” Trump ranted. “This is an
embarrassment to our country. We were getting ready to win this election.
See BIDEN, Page 6
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BUDGET, from Page 1
“The budget discussions happening in Alief ISD will likely be mirrored
across Texas in coming weeks and months, especially among those in urban areas that serve a large portion of students from lower-income households,” Chambers said.
Money isn’t the only problem. The majority of the students not enrolled
or attending school are children in pre-K to fifth grade. Teams of teachers
and school staff have gone door-to-door, trying to find students who did
not re-enroll this year and are missing out on learning.
“There are multiple reasons why that may be the case,” said Kim Smith,
director of public relations for the district. “Families may have been
evicted. Parents may have lost jobs, and older kids may have taken jobs.
Younger students may be left alone unsupervised, unable or unmotivated
to do virtual work on their own.”
With the district having to spend more than it’s taking in, the pressure
is on to come up with a solution. One push will certainly be to encourage attendance and minimize absences among students who are currently

a Capitol honor

Senior Mayra Pineda’s covid self-portrait (above) was chosen for the 2020
Capitol Art Show, sponsored by the Texas Art Education Association. Pineda is one of only seven students from Alief ISD whose work was selected for
this year’s competition.
“My inspiration was to be self-reflecting about the covid pandemic,” she
said. “I didn’t want this piece to represent sadness, but rather hope. We’ve
had restrictions but we should remind ourselves that it’s not forever. We
should have hope and this pandemic will end.”
Mayra is an exceptional artist,” art teacher Jeffrey Jacobitz said. “Her artistic
talents have grown tremendously in the past couple of years that I have known
her and it has been a joy to teach her. She is definitely one of the strongest artists that I have this year and I was excited to enter her portrait for the Capitol
show. Finding out she was one of the few selected is a huge deal and I could
not be prouder of her. I am excited to see how she does in other art competitions
such as Rodeo, Scholastic and VASE this year.”
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Slow
fashion
is catching on fast
By Daphnee Martinez, Editor-in-Chief

I

n the city that never sleeps stands a number. Although
quite large, this number is no ordinary number. No, this
number is a countdown of how much time there is left
to focus on reversing climate change. The way some people
are ensuring their global footprint is reduced is by participating in slow fashion.
“It (slow fashion movement) is a new model that aims to assemble eco,
ethical and sustainable fashion into one movement, in order to meet fundamental human needs, while allowing for the earth’s natural regeneration to take place,” states a 2010 study for strategic sustainability from the
Blekinge Institute of Technology in Karlskrona, Sweden.
The slow fashion movement is a recent trend in buying used clothing or
clothing made with recycled or vegan materials. Although slow fashion has
been around for quite some time it currently centers around the threat of
global warming and is particularly popular among younger generations.
“I encourage thrifting, upcycling your own clothing and shopping at
small businesses because, for one, I think it best for our environment and
also because I feel like it brings out your creativity,” said senior Alyssa Viera. “And you’re supporting small businesses which is always so great.”
It's not uncommon these days for people to go thrifting, or in the search
of clothes at secondhand stores such as Goodwill centers and the Salvation
Army. While many do it because the clothes tend to reflect their style more
than those provided by mainstream companies, many also do it to protect
the environment.
“I thrift because I do feel like mainstream companies don’t fit my aesthetic,” said Viera. “Well, honestly I don’t have a certain ‘aesthetic’ but I feel
like thrifting allows you to shop in different styles and it’s really affordable.”
The slow fashion movement focuses on clothes that are durable and
fashionable while still being environmentally friendly and sustainable,
like those made with non-toxic dyes, without animal cruelty and without
animal products. Another tenet of this movement is the focus on fair wages
and conditions for those who make the fashion items. This is due to a
major dislike of sweatshops and outsourcing by mainstream companies in
third-world countries.
It is because of such a major shift in customer preference and tastes that
more and more companies are focusing on how their clothes are being produced and circulated, with what materials, and by whom. It has also caused
many companies to be more transparent with their customers about the
process and materials of which their products are being made.
Additionally, major fashion influences are beginning to promote slow
fashion. The September issue of Vogue featured designer Aurora James who
hopes her slow designs instill a sense of community that, in her opinion,
is not so often seen or delivered by companies today. James also founded
the 15 Percent Pledge which “calls on the world’s biggest retailers to devote
shelf space to Black-owned businesses and suppliers,” so as to prioritize
reducing the gap between talents that are often overlooked.
A way in which the youth have contributed to slow fashion is Depop.
Depop is a shopping platform that allows a person to post a product and
a price to go along with it. The product can be an accessory, a book series,
clothes or shoes. It can also be the seller’s own creation or simply something they no longer want and wish to pass along. Depop protects both the
seller and the customer from fraud and provides a way for them to communicate about any further inquiries.
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It’s a difficult time,
and teachers
are also feeling the
By Perla Andrade, The Den Staff

O

stress

3

ver these past few months this pandemic has affected us in a tremendous way, especially in schools.
Recently, most schools started to open back up, but
it’s different than a regular school year. It’s not only different
for us students, but also the teachers.

are so accustom to building we don’t have,” he said.
“That’s not to say that it’s gone one hundred percent,” Jones said, “but
it’s very different. Building those relationships is more difficult and there’s
a lot of relationships we don’t have the opportunity to have with our kids
because their at home that’s one of the challenging parts.
“Teaching is difficult,” Jones said, “because we have to figure out a way to
teach kids that are in the room, but also teach kids that are at home and it’s
I feel like teachers have it harder than students because they are also riskdifficult because it’s hard to see who is getting the material and who’s really
ing their lives to come and teach us. They really don’t have a choice because
understanding, versus who’s just kind of there.
that’s their job. They are the most pressured, in my opinion, because they
“The kids in the classroom are getting the better end of it because they are
must teach online and in person, while making sure their students do their
here face to face, and even then they are still kind of short changed. We can
work. They have to keep track of the students’ attendance and grades, and
explain things more detailed to them. If they have questions, if they need
stay after those who are failing. It’s hard for them to have all that stress and
help we are right here at their disposal. Kids that are virtual, if they don’t
pressure, especially teachers that have kids and family at home.
understand something they have to send you a message on Schoology and
We don’t see how hard it is for them and how much stress it is for them
wait for you to reply, and about time you reply it could be 3 or 4 o’clock
to go back to school and teach, and how different it is for them. US Govin the afternoon and it really messes up the learning experience.
ernment teacher Krystal Williams said, “Honestly, I have mixed emotions
“It’s difficult to provide quality education in this environment because
regarding returning to school. On one hand, I think for the sake of stuit’s not a quality environment,” Jones said. “That’s the struggle and frustradents and their education, we need to return to school. Education is an
tion with a lot of the teachers because we are so use to connecting with the
essential aspect of society and it needs to happen. In addition to the tradikids in the classrooms. I can look at a kid’s face and know he’s not getting
tional role of school, for so many students school is a safe place. It’s their
it, and I can redirect my lesson. Whereas, if I have 15 kids that are in my
escape from what may be going on at home. It’s where they can get two
Zoom (class), nobody is saying anything, nobody ever has any questions,
guaranteed meals and find a smiling face,” she said.
but then no one is doing any work, either.
“On the other hand,” she said, “school is a petri dish for germs. Kids
“A lot of kids are suffering academically,” he said, “because they are not
and teachers have always come to school sick and spreading whatever they
really getting the content and a lot of them are falling down the cracks. But
have.”
if I had them in my room, I would say do your work and I can force them
English teacher Kimberly Williams said, “I have so many mixed feelto do their work. There will be more incentive for them to do their work
ings with the hybrid model. There are so many pros and cons, that we will
because they are right here with me. They aren’t going to be in my classneed all day to unpack that. In honesty I don't see that one outweighs the
room just sleeping.”
other.”
These are difficult times for everyone, and teachers and students alike
World Geography teacher Will Jones said, “I don’t like it because, as a
struggle through the challenges of school during this pandemic. But I give
teacher, it’s important for us to make sure we are connecting with our stuour teachers so much credit for doing their best the make every school day
dents. That opportunity is not there as much because half of our kids are
as much as it can be.
home. We don’t ever get to see them in person. Those relationships that we

Getting the meals out

Cafeteria worker Jyotti Mehta
packs up meals to be distributed to
Taylor students and families. The
cafeteria prepares 250 curbside
meals every day.
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Homecoming 2020

Senior Homecoming Court members Perry Ehimuh, Karyna Escobar, Kristian Cruz and Celina Uwagboi pose for photos with their families.

(Left) English teacher Kelsey Roberts shows off her
‘90s kid outfit for Decades Day. (Above left) Wide
receiver Athanase Mwamba snags a touchdown
pass at the Homecoming football game. (Above
right) Crimson Cadette members Kayla Nguyen
and Serenity Bailey perform during halftime.
(Right) Junior Athanase Mwamba and senior Taylyn Thomas run with a flag during the pregame.
(Below right) Junior Ana Argueta performs with
the Roaring Lion Band as the Homecoming Court
is introduced.

See Homecoming
football action here
Photos by Jerry Ehimuh, Bill Jeffreys and K. Roberts
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Game, set and
By Kimberly Bermudez, The Den Staff

J

unmatched

uniors Lauren and Lauriel Samuels started off strong this
tennis season, and finished even stronger. The twins won
all 12 of their matches to go undefeated in both singles
and doubles competitions.

What has made this winning streak possible is their hard work and dedication they have to the sport.
King Bonay, the girls’ personal tennis coach, said he admires their work
ethic. “They practice more than the other students,” Bonay said. “The other
students seem to come out and, when team practice is over, they leave. You
will see them (the Samuels) out here, without the coaches out here. They
are going to be out there five days a week.”
The Samuels sisters started playing tennis at the age of nine, with their
mother’s encouragement. “Our mom has had us on the courts since we
were babies,” Lauren said. “She wanted us to play tennis.”
Coco Gauff, Naomi Osaka, and Serena and Venus Williams are the tennis
players the twins look up to. “They inspire us because they’re also African
American and they have a huge following, and they are good at what they
do” Lauriel said.
“And because they’re ambitious and they don’t give up, even though as
black women they already have a disadvantage, and now they’re just breaking barriers,” Lauren said. “And I want to do that too.”
These two have a bright future ahead of them, “If they continue with this
mindset of hard work and practice there’s no reason why they shouldn’t
become professional tennis players,” Bonay said. “As long as they keep the
mindset they have now - the tenacity, the hard work - there’s no reason why
you shouldn’t see them playing at the U.S. Open one day.”

Juniors Lauren and Lauriel Samuels finished the fall tennis season undefeated in both singles and doubles, winning all 12 of their matches.

The pandemic is taking a toll on our mental health,
but there is always
close by
By Samantha Paz, The Den Staff

S

help

ince this year started, we have faced so many things all many students are trying to cope with it in their own way, trying to do betat once, and, as the year comes to an end, we are still in ter and learn more about themselves.
But Alief ISD mental health facilitator Chrysaundra Tanner reminds stuthe middle of a pandemic.
dents that they don’t have to face anxiety alone. “Alief ISD has always made

The pandemic itself has caused so much worry, stress and grief. Students
are experiencing mental health difficulties like anxiety and depression related to the pandemic. Much of these issues are the result of schools not being fully open, as well as not being able to interact with friends and peers.
Distancing guidelines, isolation and other unexpected changes in their lives
are also having negative effects.
“I have become more antisocial and closed minded, and most of the time
I don’t want to go out or do anything,” senior Perla Andrade said.
But even after months in lockdown or quarantine, some students have
found ways to deal with their stresses and have actually experienced positive
outcomes. University of Houston student Driana Amaya said, “My mental
health has gotten surprisingly better during this pandemic because of the
amount of time I had to spend alone. I got to know myself on a deeper
level and grow as a person.”
“I’ve had the virus and it took me to a very depressing stage,” senior Jane
Portillo said. “I lost weight so quickly I felt very weak, but I coped with in
my own way. I started painting, which helped me, and somehow made me
feel at peace. I am very glad I tried something new.”
There have been some negatives and positives during this pandemic, but

efforts to make the importance of good mental health for students and staff
supported,” she said.
“Some people don’t realize that mental health is something that exists on
a spectrum and we can all fluctuate on a spectrum of how good our mental health is, depending on how we are coping,” Tanner said. “Learning
healthy coping skills to balance out your mental health is very important.
During the pandemic, many people are experiencing more depression and
anxiety because previously used coping skills are not accessible during the
pandemic.
“I encourage students and staff to find things that release stress like exercise or any hobby that is relaxing,” she said. “If students need help coping,
talking to a counselor can be a great option.”
Students all around the world are going through different struggles, facing difficulties every day. Things are definitely hard for everyone. No one
knows when things will get back to normal and students will have to learn
how to adapt and get through this.
Alief ISD counselors are available virtually and in person. The suicide
prevention line is also available by phone or text 24 hours a day.
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job!

Jobs are out there, and getting one is easier if you know the secrets
By Daiara Garcia, The Den Staff

W

hether it be forced to quit or having large corporations release employees from their duties,
COVID-19 has devastatingly left many across the
country without a job. After months of quarantine and waves
of contamination, many of these companies and stores are
now seeking employment from those who need it most, even
as the spread of the virus continues to rise.
The next step now is to build a resume, apply, interview and start working. Here are some tips to get you started.
Some of the best and easiest jobs to attain as a teenager are within the
retail and fast-food industries. Fast-food is a place where higher education
or experience is not necessary for a starting position such as a crew member.
IHOP hostess and server Gabriela Nicanor it was easy to attain her job, as it
was within the proximity of her home and she was able to use her connections to her advantage.
And if retail and food don’t interest you as much, other options for teens
are available as well. Sonic carhop and crew member Cheyenne Dowls had
some advice for students looking for their first job. “If you aren’t looking for
a job in fast food or retail or anywhere available because it doesn’t interest
you,” she said, “try and find things that interest you. Maybe photography or
making some type of craft, and start a business from it. Maybe even small
things like babysitting, tutoring. Just make sure it’s something you love that
will benefit you in the future rather than set you back.”
After you have researched all your possible options, it’s now time to build
a well-constructed resume. It is important to look at your wording when
building your resume. Certain action-oriented phrases catch the attention
of your interviewer as these types of words demonstrate the kind of working
person you are or can be. Such words that best exhibit your capabilities and
BIDEN, from Page 1
Frankly, we did win this election. So our goal now is to ensure the integrity.”
After it was clear that the country had chosen Biden, Trump attempted
to challenge the election results by filing lawsuits across the country, trying
to get millions of mail in ballots thrown out. All his attempts have been
rejected by the courts, including an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court.
The night Biden was declared the winner, he spoke to the nation, saying,
“Let’s give each other a chance. It’s time to put away the harsh rhetoric.
To lower the temperature. To see each other again. To listen to each other
again. To make progress, we must stop treating our opponents as our enemy. We are not enemies. We are Americans.”

achievements include: implemented, executed, developed, launched, led, directed, facilitated, handled, trained, planned, etc. Google Docs and Canvas
provide great resume templates to start.
In a typical scenario, one would either apply in person or online and
would receive a phone call or email saying whether they were to moved to
the next step into an interview or if they got rejected. However, in times
like these, the best option for students would be to apply through websites
such as Snagajob, Indeed, or off of the official store website.
An email would either confirm or deny interest, and would then usually
lead to an interview over the phone. You might also be asked to come to
the store or office for a proper sit-down with your interviewer. During the
application stage, Randall’s cashier Erick Conley advises, “Be persistent, although you are young. Keep applying pressure after you apply. Make them
hire you!” Or as Lopes would put it,
“You just gotta take action,” Sushi Masa hostess Hannah Lopes said. Her
best advice to students in search of a job is, “looking on sites like Indeed or
calling different places. You gotta be proactive. It may take a few months, it
may take a few days, but you'll find a job soon enough.”
Nicanor suggests having side hustles as well, to earn more money on top
of a regular paying job, “I would say have a job and a side hustle so you can
earn a little more than usual,” she said.
Many have been left unemployed due to the pandemic. But as the spread
of the virus slowly dies down, more job opportunities will begin to rise.
Keeping in mind the risks, it is important to take advantage of this opportunity, as many stores and companies are looking for workers to replace the
ones they have lost, as well as workers willing to be in the “front-line.”
Beginning to work and earn your own money will help, “start developing
the skills for future careers like teamwork and independence and also individual skills,” Dowls said.

A howling success

Fun Sized Facts
By Lori Alvarez, Associate Editor
• A lion’s roar can be heard from
• The United States Navy has
five miles away
started using Xbox controllers
• The oldest “your mom” joke was
for their periscopes
discovered on a 3,500-year-old
• A small child could swim
Babylonian tablet
through the veins of a blue
• Bananas are curved because they
whale
grow toward the sun
• Male cats have longer tails than
• The original London Bridge is
female cats
now in Arizona
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Dec. 9 was unofficially “Bring Your Pet to Class” day for members of The Den
newspaper staff. Senior Daphnee Martinez brought her dachshund, Bella,
senior Leo Valdes brought his pup, Tuty, and senior Mildred Godinez brought
her kitten, Kyo. With most students attending virtual classes this year, many
teachers have found creative ways to keep kids engaged and boost attendance.
“The pet day thing just sort of happened spontaneously,” said Kevin Roberts,
sponsor of The Den, “but now it’s got me thinking about other possible theme
days.”
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V I E W P O I N T

We’re less tolerant of sex crimes today,
but the legal process needs to be reformed
By Daphnee Martinez, Editor-in-Chief

A

s movements such as Me Too and Denim Day gain
further prominence, the focus on the law’s approach
to these movements continues to diminish. Today, it
is more difficult to take out a restraining order against someone than it is to buy a gun. Police reactions to sexual assault,
harassment and abuse, or the lack thereof, are insensitive and
sometimes harmful to the victim.
A majority may feel that our legal processes are efficient because they
weed out inaccurate accounts. However, the time it often takes for justice
to be served in a sexual assault case can prove to be emotionally draining,
and often completed too little too late. It would be in everyone’s best interest to shorten legal recourse and to prioritize sex crimes when reported.
This can help increase trust in the justice system and ease the suffering of
victims who have to live with the consequences.
A majority of sex crimes go unreported each year due to victims who
believe that legal action won’t do much other than increase their trauma. In
the case of Alice Sebold, author of The Lovely Bones, police told her that
prior to her own rape another girl had been raped and murdered in the
same area, and Sebold should consider herself lucky to be alive.
Along with shortening processes, statutes of limitations for sex crimes
should be lengthened or eliminated. A survivor should have the right to
seek justice when they choose, not when an outdated system pressures
them. The length of a statute of limitations may not be enough time for a
survivor to acknowledge their situation and gather the courage to confront
their tormentor.
If a victim reports an assault and feels that they’re not being prioritized

or that the process is taking too long, they may take it upon themselves to
seek justice. Some may even seek some form of revenge. The overlooked
victims could conceivably end up being the ones charged and sentenced
and behind bars. In a system set up to fail, it’s no wonder women feel the
need to go out in groups, carry a rape whistle, or a weapon.
Furthermore, police action is not guaranteed until there is clear and
concrete evidence of harm. Police might not necessarily get involved just
because a woman says she feels threatened. And courts will not issue a
restraining order unless there’s a “clear present threat,” meaning that unless there is physical harm or evidence, the tormentor is not considered a
threat.
This needs to change. A restraining order should be granted if someone
expresses a reasonable fear of being harmed. The current system normally
requires the judge to look at the amount of evidence and not the state of
mind of the victim. Ignored cases can lead to victims developing PTSD
and social anxiety, further hindering their lifestyle.
And, in our culture in which victims are often treated worse than their
tormentors, statutes of limitations compound the problem. Some victims
suffer for years before they find the strength to come forward, often after
it’s too late. Tormentors such as Harvey Weinstein and Larry Nassar use
their money and status to avoid being held accountable.
The current rise in sexual assault cases on university campuses should be
enough to convince anyone that reform is needed. It’s time to streamline
the legal process with regard to sex crimes. The sooner these processes can
be completed the sooner attackers can be off the streets. Reform when it
comes to the order of these crimes can increase safety for everyone as well
as bring closure more rapidly.

Looking forward to some
By Adriana Castro, The Den Staff

Q

screen time

uarantine has kept us bored indoors, but last time tage of what we have at home, starting with our beloved
I checked we’d complain about going to work or online streaming services Netflix and Hulu.
going to school. Now we can finally take advan-

These are some of the shows that are worth
watching or just worth checking out.
Netflix
Greys Anatomy
The Good Doctor
The Grand Army
Ratched
The Umbrella Academy
Cobra Kai
The Queen's Gambit
Emily in Paris
Hulu
Brooklyn Nine-Nine
9-1-1
Pen15

Anime
Pretty sure quarantine has gotten people to
watch at least one anime. If not, well, I don’t
know what to tell you, but you are missing out.
Netflix
Kakegurui
Blue Exorcist
Sword Art Online
Hulu
Tokyo Ghoul
The Promised Neverland
Assassination Classroom

Kdramas
Ah yes, as the Korean culture starts to get more
popular around the world, kdramas are starting
to get more attention as well. These are some of
the following dramas you should be watching
if you’re new to the club or you’ve missed news
about the recently released.
Netflix
Record of Youth
Crash Landing on You
Psycho, But it’s Okay
Itaewon Class
Abyss
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How do performing arts
By Daniel Espino, The Den Staff

I

magine being in a performing arts group like band,
dance, guitar, theater or choir during a pandemic. How
is it possible?

Some students are actually doing it. Some go in person but plenty do virtual online classes. Many say they would like it better if it was normal, but
are able to use the computer instead.
Students in band, orchestra, guitar and choir are expected to practice on
their own, but don’t have many opportunities to practice together. Dance
and theater students are able to practice together in Zoom classes, although
it’s not as easy.
The theater group is currently working on a production of The Lion, The
Witch and the Wardrobe, holding practices over Zoom. Theater teacher
Jason Hatcher works with the actors, while theater director Joey Watkins
works with the technicians.
According to Watkins, the group plans to record the performance over
Zoom and make it available for playback. Some of the actors play multiple

Photos by Bill Jeffreys

perform?

roles, so they will pop off for
“wardrobe changes” then back
on again. Watkins said the
students are excited about the
production. “We’re trying to
make the best with what we’re
given,” he said.
For all groups, practices are
a challenge. Students who are
virtual can only listen and do
what the teacher tells them to
do. Students in classes have to maintain six feet apart from others. So some
don’t have partners to work with, which means those who need a little help
from someone else might not get it. “It’s different when you don’t have
a person to study with and you just have to do it by yourself and practice too,” junior Edwin Espino said. “When I need help I usually ask my
friends, but now that I don’t I just ask the teacher,” he said.
Espino, who is in the guitar class, said he doubts his group will be able to
perform this year. “It seems unlikely because it would put us at risk for getting it (covid),” he said.
Sophomore Angel Velasco, a section leader for high brass and a first chair
trumpet player at Hastings High School said it’s been a difficult year. “A lot
of the section hasn’t really been doing much,” he said. “People haven’t been
together, (they’re) not learning a lot and socializing well very little.”
Part of Velasco’s duties is teaching other members of his section. “I just
have to make sure I don’t get close to the students, and I need to wear a
mask to keep myself safe.”
For most students involved in performing arts, the challenges are just part
of a year when nothing is normal.

(Above) Freshman Diamond Wesley, junior Jennifer Hernandez and senior
Serenity Bailey line up for the Homecoming virtual pep rally on Nov. 11.
(Left) Sophomore Christopher Lopez and senior Elijah Portley blast out a
number with the band at the pep rally.

Cinnamon-coffee cookies
By Daphnee Martinez, Editor-in-Chief
Prep: 35 min
Chill: 1 hour
Bake: 10 mins at 325 degrees per batch
Makes: 36 cookies
Ingredients
2 tsp instant coffee
1 tbsp hot water
½ cup butter, softened
½ cup shortening
¾ cup granulated sugar
¾ cup packed brown sugar
2 tsp ground cinnamon
1 tsp baking powder
½ tsp ground nutmeg
¼ tsp salt
¼ tsp ground cloves
¼ tsp baking soda
2 eggs
1 tsp vanilla extract
2 ¼ cups all purpose flour
¼ cup granulated sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

Procedure
In a small bowl stir coffee into the hot water until dissolved; set aside.
In a large bowl beat butter and shortening with electric mixer on medium
to high speed for 30 seconds. Add the ¾ cup granulated sugar, the brown
sugar, the 2 tbsp cinnamon, baking powder, nutmeg, baking soda, salt
and cloves. Beat until combined (be sure to scrape sides of the bowl occasionally).
Next, beat in the eggs, vanilla, and coffee mixture until combined. Beat
in the flour on low speed until combined. Cover and refrigerate for at
least an hour or until dough is easy to handle.
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Lightly grease a cookie sheet or line it with
parchment paper.
In a small bowl combine the ¼ cup granulated sugar and the 1 tbsp cinnamon.
To make each cookie, roll 1 tbsp of dough into a ball and then roll into
sugar mixture to coat it. Place the balls 2 inches apart on the cookie sheet.
Bake for 10 to 12 minutes or until edges are set. Cool the cookies on the
sheet for 2 minutes before transferring to a wire rack to cool completely.
Enjoy :)
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Check out the best of
By Midred Godinez, The Den Staff

W

alking the path of anime could be different as
there are several networks on which to watch
these animated shows. The movies can cross from
school based to supernatural real quickly.
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anime

This anime brings family and friends, along with fear and a twist of turns
to our screens.
“Demon Slayer” is probably one of the first action animes that I truly
Another great anime to watch is “Toradora!” A silly and heartwarming
enjoyed. Starting off with the opening scene, protagonist Tanjiro, a son and anime, this one gives viewers special Christmas episodes.
brother, provides his family income by his strong sense of smell to work
We are introduced to Ryuji Takasu, a nice guy with his father's mean
odd jobs. He goes off to the village to provide his services. Night time falls
looks that cause him to be avoided in school. He happens to bump into the
as he attempts to climb the snowy mountain, until he is warned by a strang- “top palm tiger” also known as Taiga Aisika. Although she is tiny and self
er to stay in doors before a demon appears. He spends the night in this
centred, Taiga can be unexpectedly strong. They discover that their apartstranger's house, and hopes his family will be safe until the sun rises.
ment buildings happen to be right across from each other, and Taiga starts
Morning awakes him, and he rushes to his own home, only to find his
to invite herself over as she can not take care of herself.
entire family has been slaughtered. He looks on with tears of anger as their
Ryuji cooks and cleans for her, and they soon become very good friends.
blood runs down the floor. Tanjiro discovers his sister Nezuko is still alive
Sharing every sad and happy moment with one another, their friendship
but is no longer human. She has become a demon.
leads them to face struggles and adventures in their class.
He attempts to tame her as she tries to kill him, and while they are each
Lastly, the anime “Death Note” is a whole different world. If you enother's throat, a demon slayer threatens her life. Tanjiro fights the demon
joy reading dystopian and utopian novels, you will like this anime as the
slayer, Giyu, to protect his demonic sister. Frustrated, Giyu listens to Tanmain character, Light, creates a new society of honest and innocent people.
jiro’s cries about his little sister. Tanjiro begs the demon slayer to spare her
Through a special notebook he is able to eliminate criminals by just using
life until he finds a way to turn his sister human again.
their names. The world calls this supernatural human Kira.
This promise lands Tanjiro an adventure full of risk while saving lives. He
Unlike any other human who possessed the notebook, Light is unique for
is trained to become a demon slayer. His sister is aware not to drink human being a genius in Japan and being the son of a detective. He thinks ahead of
blood, as she could be killed if she ever did. He trains hard hours, days and how to hide the notebook and himself from being caught. L, an intelligent
years, finally putting his sense of smell to great use.
detective, tries to solve this mystery and accuses Light of being Kira.
After passing the exam, he is given a sword of colors. He sets out on his
“Death Note” takes several suspenseful, unexpected turns, keeping viewers
quest, defeating all kinds of demons and meeting friends along the way,
hooked each time. Light outsmarts L, yet they become friends. While Light
where he gets closer and closer to answering his question, “How can she be- joins the investigation to catch Kira, he becomes the very things he hates
come human?” Demon Muzan above all, finds Tanjiro as a threat and sends the most -- impurity and evil.
his highest ranking demons to assassinate him.

Daphnee’s book report
By Daphnee Martinez, Editor-in-Chief

S

ometimes the screens attached to our hands just aren’t
enough. Here a few book recommendations that can
help improve your vocabulary and entice you into the
literary world.
Series

Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins

If you liked the Hunger Games then you should check out the author,
Suzanne Collins’, other series, Gregor the Overlander. Gregor is a regular
boy who, one day when taking care of his baby sister Boots, discovers a
subterranean society called the “Underland” with extremely pale people and
large talking animals. Even more peculiar is that a man named Sandwich
predicted the arrival of an “Overland” warrior that sounds a lot like Gregor.
The series goes on to explore if and how Gregor takes on the responsibility
of being this almighty warrior.
Novels

The Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron

After her mother dies from electrocution, Lucky goes to live in Hard Pan, a
town with a population of 43. Her father has appointed Brigitte, an ex-wife
of his, to take care of Lucky. Lucky feels that Brigitte resents and despises
her, especially after she finds Brigitte’s passport. She then convinces herself
that Brigitte will abandon her and turns to the 12 step program in search
of her “Higher Power.” With this new mission, Lucky convinces herself she
must run away, but is that really what Brigitte wants?

Big Fish: A Novel of Mythic Proportions by Daniel Wallace

Edward Bloom has tamed giants, animals, and maybe even women. He’s

unforgettable but not to his son, William, who would rather know the real
Edward Bloom, the man that was there for everybody but him. As his father nears death, William must examine the tales of his father and separate
the man from the legend. The story is told in four parts, all of which center
on William’s plan for their last conversation or, for William, their last and
only confrontation.
Memoirs

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

What does it mean when your household is lacking in resources but not
love? This memoir deals with how the Walls children had to mature too
early because their parents didn’t take the mainstream approach of responsible parenting. As they grow up, they migrate from house to house depending on what problem they’re currently facing. Each house has more empty
promises than the last, but being kids and loving their parents, they can’t
help but believe them time and time again. The author, Jeannette, is the last
to stop believing these promises despite being one of the oldest and because
of this broken sense of home, she and her siblings must find a way to escape
to a stable life.

Lucky by Alice Sebold

The author of The Lovely Bones recounts her story of being beaten and
raped at a park near her college campus when walking home from a friendly gathering. When she goes to the authorities, all they have to say is that
a few years prior a girl had been raped and murdered in the same location
and that Alice should consider herself “lucky.” The memoir follows her as
she tries to find and convict her rapist. It also follows her as she tries to
navigate life after her rape with her family, her friends, and her love interests who now all view her differently and certainly not lucky.
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